
THE BICESTER SCHOOL 
YEAR 11 INTO YEAR 12 SUMMER TRANSITION CHALLENGE 2016 

 
Subject: Qualification/Level: Examination Board 

English Language and Literature A-Level AQA 
Is this a Linear or Modular A level? Linear (new from 2015)  
- In a modular A level, AS examinations at the end of Year 12 are worth 50% of the A level.  
- In a linear A level, any AS examination at the end of Year 12 will not count towards the A level.   

We expect students to complete a transition piece of work for each subject between the end of Key Stage 4 and 
the start of Key Stage 5. This is assessed and feedback given to students when they start the courses in 
September. The following challenge(s) are to be completed over the summer break and brought to your first 
lesson.  
 
The Summer Transition ‘CHALLENGE’ 

1. Read set texts: Paris Anthology and Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale. 
2. Prepare a presentation on a. Two particular texts from the Paris anthology – comparing how they represent 

Paris and what point of view you think they portray, of Paris); b. Two major characters from The Handmaid’s 
Tale – how you feel they contribute to the story, how the novelist is using them. 

3. Write an essay answer to this question on the Paris Anthology:  
How does John Baxter show his feelings towards Paris in The Most Beautiful Walk in the World (page 25)? 
HINTS: Explore (using quotes) his use of walking, how this affects his view of the city. Contrast his representation 
of Parisians (people who live in Paris) versus tourists. Why does he use literary quotations? Think how he 
represents himself (to you, the reader). Does he seem to think he is superior to “ordinary” tourists, since 
(although not Parisian) he lives in the city; is he pretending to be a local?  

How the work produced will fit into subsequent work and the specification as a whole. 
During your course you are graded on 5 assessment objectives to pass you need to show ability to meet all of these. 
AO1: Apply concepts and methods from integrated linguistic and literary study as appropriate, using associated 
terminology and coherent written expression 
AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in texts 
AO3: Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the contexts in which texts are produced and 
received 
AO4: Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic and literary concepts and methods 
AO5: Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English to communicate in different ways 
Length of time expected to complete the challenge:-  
4 - 5 hours in addition to reading 
How the work will be assessed and marked:-  

1. In written and verbal work started as soon as college begins 
2. Verbal presentation to class in first lessons back in college 
3. Peer and teacher-marked using AOs relevant to this exam section: 

AO1: Apply concepts and methods from integrated linguistic and literary study as appropriate, using associated 
terminology and coherent written expression 
AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in texts 
AO3: Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the contexts in which texts are produced 
and received 
AO4: Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic and literary concepts and methods 

4. Verbal discussion and peer presentation task  
 



 
Expectations:  
A-Grade: 
Students will have a consistently effective argument on point of view and representation in their presentation, focusing 
specifically on language use. The presentation will be structured clearly and emphasise key or complex ideas. Students 
will also display evaluative skills when considering the genres of dystopian fiction and the different non-fiction Paris 
texts, confidently evaluating similarities and differences, in how language is used in different contexts.  
C-Grade: 
Students will have a clear argument on point of view and representation in their presentation, with some detail on 
language use. The presentation will generally be structured effectively and approach some key ideas. Students will 
evaluate the different genres of dystopian fiction and the various non-fiction Paris texts, considering how context affects 
language use.  
E-Grade: 
Students will have an unstructured presentation with no clear argument to guide the reader. Their analysis on point of 
view and representation will be impressionistic (i.e. based on their own immediate reactions). The presentation will be 
narrative rather than explanative, will deal with the Paris texts separately, and have limited examples of specific 
language use.  
 
Resources to be used for this work. 
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. 
Paris Anthology as provided by English Department 
Who to contact if you should require further assistance with the work before the end of term? 
Ms Pollard (fran.pollard@thebicesterschool.org.uk) 
What equipment will be needed for the subject? 
Own copies of course-book and set texts (listed below); a lever arch file and dividers for organisation of work; 
highlighters and coloured pens for annotations; lined paper. 
English Language and Literature, A/AS Level for AQA Student book, The Handmaid’s Tale, Paris Anthology (provided), 
Poetry Anthology (provided) 
To understand more about this subject at a high level:- 
If you fancy buying a book you should read – 
Selected Poems by Carol Ann Duffy 
Nineteen-Eighty Four by George Orwell 
Down and Out in Paris and London by George Orwell 
Neither Here nor There: Travels in Europe by Bill Bryson 
Lonely Planet Guide to Paris  
Visits/ Galleries/ Museums/ places to see relevant to the course 
Paris – both its well-known sights but also the completely different suburbs. 

 
Set Texts for AS Course - You will need to buy: 
 
English Language and Literature, A/AS Level for AQA Student book (Cambridge) 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-English-Language-Literature-Student/dp/1107465664 
 
The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood 
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Handmaids-Tale-Contemporary-
Classics/dp/0099740915/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1434007766&sr=8-1&keywords=handmaid%27s+tale  
 
Additional reading you could buy: 
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Selected Poems, Carol Ann Duffy 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Selected-Poems-Carol-Ann-Duffy/dp/0141025123 
 
 
1984, George Orwell 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nineteen-Eighty-Four-Penguin-Modern-
Classics/dp/014118776X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1467107858&sr=1-
1&keywords=1984+george+orwell+penguin+classics 
 
 
Down and Out in Paris and London, George Orwell 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Paris-London-Penguin-Modern-
Classics/dp/0141184388/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1467107733&sr=1-
1&keywords=down+and+out+in+paris+and+london 
 
Neither Here nor There: Travels in Europe, Bill Bryson 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Neither-Here-Nor-There-Travels/dp/0552998060 
 
Lonely Planet Guide to Paris 
 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Paris-Guide-Lonely-Planet-
Guides/dp/1741794552/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1467107572&sr=1-
1&keywords=lonely+planet+city+guide+paris 
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