
THE BICESTER SCHOOL 
YEAR 11 INTO YEAR 12 SUMMER TRANSITION CHALLENGE 2016 

 
Subject: Qualification/Level: Examination Board: 

French and Spanish A-Level AQA 
Is this a Linear or Modular A level? Linear (new from 2016) 
- In a linear A level, any AS examination at the end of Year 12 will not count towards the A level.   

One of the key things to improve your foreign language skills is to practise regularly, ideally every day!   
Have you dreamt in French or Spanish yet? 

We expect students to complete a transition piece of work for each subject between the end of Key Stage 4 and 
the start of Key Stage 5. This is assessed and feedback given to students when they start the courses in 
September. The following challenge(s) are to be completed over the summer break and brought to your first 
lesson.  
 
The Summer Transition ‘CHALLENGE’ 
For French and Spanish: 
Task 1: Keep a journal in French/Spanish for 1 week using the help-sheet on the school website. 
Each day, you should include at least (a) 2 things about your day, (b) details of 1 thing that happened in the news, and (c) 
a comment about how you feel at the end of the day. 
Task 2: Research one of the writers/ film makers or film themes below and prepare a 3 minute presentation about them 
in French/Spanish. Use the help-sheet on the school website to direct your research. 
 

French writers:                                  
Albert Camus 
Voltaire 
                                                       

Spanish writers: 
Gabriel García Márquez  
Federico García Lorca                

French Film makers:                                                                               
Laurent Cantet 
Mathieu Kassovitz 
 
If you can, watch La Haine by Mathieu Kassovitz 
(1995) or Entre les murs  by Laurent Cantet (2008). 

Spanish film themes:  
           -Maria full of Grace, by Joshua Marston*: explore the 

themes of illegal drug trade linked to immigration in Colombia 
and USA. 

   Spanish speaking film makers: 
-Pedro Almodóvar 

   -Guillermo del Toro                                                                                                                 
*If you can try to watch the film but if not, you can still research 
the themes. 

                                                                                                     
Task 3: Read (in French / Spanish) the book  below.  Write 100 words in English summarizing the plot and saying 
whether you enjoyed it and why. 
French: Le Petit Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry        Spanish: Como agua para chocolate by Laura Esquivel. 

How the work produced will fit into subsequent work and the specification as a whole: 
During your course you will need to become more able to write and speak in French/ Spanish more spontaneously. You 
will also gain a lot of understanding about French/ Spanish literature and culture, which you are beginning to build 
through these activities. 
Length of time expected to complete the challenge: 
3-4 hours in addition to core reading/viewing  and any supplementary listening, reading or speaking 



 
How the work will be assessed and marked: 

Task 1: Written feedback at the start of the year 
Task 2: Whole-class discussion of the cultural element with written feedback on your presentation 
Task 3: Whole-class discussion 

Success criteria (adapted from the A level mark scheme):  
Task 1 

• Language is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors 
• A generally good grasp of grammar 
• Using complex language accurately – tenses, opinions, etc. 
• A wide range of vocab 

 
Task 2 

• Good knowledge and understanding of the themes or what happens in the film/text 
• Some developed opinions about the importance of these writers/film makers or themes  

Task 3 
• Good knowledge and understanding of the text with developed opinions that you can back up with evidence 

from the book 
Resources to be used for this work: 
French:                                                                                                Spanish: 

Le Petit Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry                       
(available cheaply online!) 

Como agua para chocolate by Laura Esquivel 
 

Optional (you don’t need it to research the themes but it 
would be good if you could watch the film as well) 
Maria Full of Grace by Joshua Marston 
(Both are available cheaply online!)  

 
 
 
Who to contact if you should require further assistance with the work before the end of term: 
French:                                                                                                  Spanish:  
Mrs Gregory kirsten.gregory@thebicesterschool.org.uk,           Mr Marshall paul.marshall@thebicesterschool.org.uk,  
Miss Mayes catrin.mayes@thebicesterschool.org.uk                  Mrs Meneses natalia.meneses@thebicesterschool.org.uk  
What equipment will be needed for the subject? 
A lever arch file and dividers for organisation of work; highlighters and coloured pens for annotations; lined paper. 
 
To understand more about this subject at a high level: 
•Find a French /Spanish radio station and listen to and copy the rhythm and intonation of the speakers   
•Find some French / Spanish songs you really like and sing them – eg on Youtube 
•Watch an original version French / Spanish film – with or without subtitles 
•Change the language on your phone to French / Spanish – or the sat nav if you dare! 
•Go the public library and find a French / Spanish translation of a book you already know well – read a little every day 
•Agree with a friend that you will text / email each other in French / Spanish. 
• Follow the news in Spanish/French speaking countries. 
•Email your teacher in French / Spanish! 
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