
THE BICESTER SCHOOL 
YEAR 11 INTO YEAR 12 SUMMER TRANSITION CHALLENGE 2016 

 
Subject: Qualification/Level: Examination Board 

Sociology  A-Level OCR 
Is this a Linear or Modular A level? Linear (new from 2015)  
- In a modular A level, AS examinations at the end of Year 12 are worth 50% of the A level.  
- In a linear A level, any AS examination at the end of Year 12 will not count towards the A level.   

We expect students to complete a transition piece of work for each subject between the end of Key Stage 4 and 
the start of Key Stage 5. This is assessed and feedback given to students when they start the courses in 
September. The following challenge(s) are to be completed over the summer break and brought to your first 
lesson.  
 
The Summer Transition ‘CHALLENGE’ 

1. You are going to explore gender and consider how gender identities are changing within the contemporary UK. 
You need to watch the following clips to gain an insight into what gender identity is, whether it’s important and 
how it is changing.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nIXUjzyMe0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvJTsrWarrw 

2. You need to choose ONE of the following hypothesis to investigate:  
• “Boys and girls are treated differently.” 
• “Masculinity and femininity are changing.” 
• “Media representations of men and women are sexist and stereotypical.”  
• “There is a correlation between gender and the way people voted in the EU referendum.”  

3. You need to find out if the hypothesis is true, in order to do this you will need to conduct your own research into 
gender identities. Follow the research plan below and remember to complete all the different sections:  

Research Methodology 
1. HYPOTHESIS: Select one of the hypothesis above and explain why you have chosen it.  
2. SAMPLE: You will need to consider WHO you will ask for information. You might look at other young 

people your own age and ask them about their gender identity or you might look at a cross section of 
society.   

3. RESEARCH METHOD: You will need to consider whether you will be using questionnaires, interviews or 
both. 

4. RESEARCH: In this section you will need to include either a copy of your questionnaire or of your 
interview questions.  

5. FINDINGS: In this section you will need to explain what your findings were. You may wish to use graphs 
to show what you found out from your research or you can simply explain.  

6. CONCLUSION: In this section you should decide whether the hypothesis was correct or incorrect and 
explain how and why you have come to this conclusion.  

7. The completed Project (not including your questionnaire/interview questions) should be around two 
sides of A4. 

How the work produced will fit into subsequent work and the specification as a whole. 
During your course you are graded on 3 assessment objectives to pass you need to show ability to meet all of these. The 
research you have conducted and the conclusions you have drawn should aim to meet the assessment objectives listed 
below.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nIXUjzyMe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvJTsrWarrw


AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 
• sociological concepts, evidence and research methods 

AO2: Apply sociological concepts, evidence and research methods to investigate gender identity.   
AO3: Analyse and evaluate sociological concepts, evidence and research methods in order to: 

• present arguments 
• make judgements 
• draw conclusions 

Length of time expected to complete the challenge:-  
3-4 hours in addition to conducting the interviews  
How the work will be assessed and marked:-  

1. Peer and teacher-marked using AOs relevant to this exam section: 
AO1 – knowledge and understanding of sociological evidence and sociological research methods 
AO2 – Apply sociological evidence and research methods to investigate gender identity. 

2. Verbal discussion and peer presentation task.  
 

Expectations:  
A-Grade: 

• Students will have given a full description of their choice of hypothesis, methods and evidence. 
• Students may have identified and used more than one relevant primary method and sample. E.g. Interviews and 

questionnaires.  
• Students will have included a range of open and closed questions and demonstrated an ability to analyse 

quantitative and qualitative data.  
• Students will ensure that the size and composition of their sample is representative and therefore conduct at 

least five interviews and send out over 20 questionnaires.  
• Students will be able to analyse their findings, draw conclusions and evaluate the importance of gender in 

today’s society.   
• The presentation of work will be clearly structured and follow the suggested format.  

C-Grade: 
• Students will have given a basic description of their choice of hypothesis, methods and evidence.  
• Students are likely to use one research method but to include a range of open and closed questions.  
• Students will attempt to use a representative sample and will therefore conduct at least six interviews or send 

out a minimum of 10 questionnaires.  
• Students will analyse their findings and draw conclusions.  
• The presentation of work will follow the suggested format.  

E-Grade: 
• Students will show a limited knowledge of research methods & evidence. 
• Students will have referred to only one method or sample.   
• The size and composition of sample will be limited.  
• Little attempt will be made to analyse the data obtained and to evaluate what it means in relation to the 

hypothesis.  
• Conclusions are likely to be descriptive and lack evaluation.  

Resources to be used for this work. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nIXUjzyMe0  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvJTsrWarrw 
Who to contact if you should require further assistance with the work before the end of term? 
Mrs Wilson  (Kirsty.wilson@thebicesterschool.org.uk)  
What equipment will be needed for the subject? 
A copy of the OCR textbook (you can obtain this from the school library in September), a lever arch file and dividers for 
organisation of work; highlighters and coloured pens for annotations; lined paper.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nIXUjzyMe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvJTsrWarrw
mailto:Kirsty.wilson@thebicesterschool.org.uk


To understand more about this subject at a high level:- 
If you fancy buying a book you should read – 
Baudrillard: The Consumer Society: Myths and Structures  
Hobbs et al: Bouncers: Violence and Governance in the Night-Time Economy 
Natasha Walter: Living Dolls: The Return of Sexism  
Owen Jones: Chavs  
Philip Allan: Sociology Review (Magazine available quarterly, some copies are available in the library) 
Simon Harding: The Street Casino  
Sudhir Venkatesh: Gang Leader for a Day 
Kate Fox: Watching the English 
Wilkinson & Pickett: The Spirit Level   
 
As sociology is constantly changing – so reading a newspaper is vital – if you don’t get one add a few of these sites to 
your favourites and browse. 
BBC www.bbc.co.uk  
The Daily Telegraph www.telegraph.co.uk  
The Government (for details of social policies, etc) www.open.gov.uk  
The Guardian www.guardian.co.uk  
Market and Opinion Research International (MORI) www.mori.com  
The Observer www.guardian.co.uk  
Office for National Statistics www.statistics.gov.uk  
Social Science Information Gateway (Sociology) www.sosig.ac.uk/sociology  
Sunday Times www.sunday-times.co.uk  
The Times www.thetimes.co.uk  
Sociology Central www.sociology.org.uk  
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