
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7th September 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
Re: GCSE Geography Fieldwork Day 18th October 2017 
 
The Geography department will be running a fieldtrip for all year 11 Geography 
students to Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, Stratford, London on Wednesday 18th 
October, to carry out important data collection in preparation for the Geographical 
Applications element of the course. Students have already completed the physical 
geography fieldwork with our trip to Southsea in June. However, as a requirement of 
the course they also have to complete a second fieldwork day in which human 
geography is studied. Fieldwork is an essential aspect of geography. It ensures that 
students are given the opportunity to consolidate and extend their geographical 
understanding by relating learning to real experiences of the world. Students will 
have to apply the skills and knowledge they learn in the field to paper 3 as part of 
their final GCSE examinations. The aim of the trip is to enable students to gather 
data on the successfulness of regeneration of the area.  
 
A coach will leave school at 9am and arrive back at approximately 6pm (therefore 
pupils who catch the bus will need to make alternative arrangements for getting 
home on this day). Once there, students will visit carefully selected sites around the 
Olympic Park and nearby areas. Once at these sites, they will work in small groups 
conducting primary data collection techniques, completing a questionnaire on 
members of the public, index of decay surveys and land use surveys. The data 
collected on the day will then be utilised and analysed in the classroom to provide 
the necessary knowledge and understanding for the exam. 
 
The Paper 3 – Geographical Applications paper is worth 30% of the overall mark at 
GCSE and for this reason we strongly recommend that every student attends this trip 
and actively participates in the collection of relevant data. There is strong evidence 
that those students who do not attend will find it hard to achieve a mark in the higher 



grade bands, as they are writing about something they have not experienced first-
hand. 
The cost of the trip is £12.50 per student to cover the cost of the coach to and from 
the Olympic Park and the resources used.  
 
Students will be expected to wear full school uniform. It would be advisable to check 
the weather forecast carefully nearer the time as suitable additional clothing for the 
activity is essential (sun hat or water proofs). Students will also be expected to 
conduct themselves in an appropriate manner 
 
It is advised that students will need to bring notebook and writing equipment and if 
possible, a camera, and a packed lunch, although there are plenty of places to buy 
lunch if they wish. However, please note that staff are unable to take responsibility 
for any valuables (including phones.) Any such items are taken entirely at the 
student's own risk. 
 
Please return permission slips and money directly to the school reception.  Please 
place the money or cheque (payable to The Bicester School) in an envelope with the 
student’s name by Friday 6th October.  
 
Yours Sincerely 

 
Miss Taylor 
(Head of Geography) 
 
 


