
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19th September 2017 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Iceland trip 
 
The geography department is arranging a trip to Iceland in February 2018 for current Year’s 
12 and 13 students. The trip is open to those studying geography as well as those who are 
not. The trip offers the opportunity to see many of Iceland’s volcanic features as well as 
other interesting sites such as waterfalls, black sand beaches and glaciers (which our A level 
geographers study). As well as this we are able to offer students the chance to go on a 
guided glacier hike, spend part of a morning whale watching and visit a couple of 
geothermal swimming pools, including the blue lagoon. During the trip we hope to see the 
Northern Lights, if conditions permit. 
 
The trip will take place in the half term holiday from the 12th – 16th February.  
 
During the trip the likely daytime temperatures are between 0 – 10 ◦C. We will require each 
student to bring a set of thermals, a waterproof, walking boots with thick socks and plenty 
of layers to go underneath a coat. 
 
The total cost of the trip is dependent on the number of students. The minimum group size 
is 12 students accompanied by 2 members of staff, with a maximum of 20 students. If we 
achieve our maximum group size, the cost per student is £1,030. With the smallest group 
size of 12 that increases slightly to £1,170. This includes all flights, food, accommodation, 
transport and entrance costs in Iceland, however students may wish to bring a small amount 
of spending money for snacks and souvenirs. The flights depart from and return to 
Heathrow. We are hoping to arrange transport to the airport in small groups. If parents are 
willing to help with transporting the students please can you confirm to me as soon as 
possible. 
 
If you would like your child to participate in this trip, please return the attached reply slip 
and an initial deposit of £100 by Friday 29th September at the latest. This date is essential to 
secure our reserved flight and accommodation prices. In the event we are oversubscribed, 
priority will be given to students currently studying geography. The remaining cost of the 



trip (which will be confirmed once student numbers are known) will be paid in equal 
instalments in early October, early November, early January. 
 
As soon as the reply slip is returned, the students need to bring their passport to Mrs 
Shipman to photocopy. Flights cannot be booked without this information. 
 
If you have any queries about the plans, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at 
lizzie.shipman@thebicesterschool.org.uk  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Lizzie Shipman 
Teacher of Geography 
 
 
Draft Iceland itinerary 12th – 16th February 
(This may be subject to change depending on availability of accommodation when booking 
and weather conditions on the day) 
Day 1 – Arrival day 
Depart UK and fly to Keflavik. 

• Visit the Blue lagoon 2 ½ - 3 hours 
• Transfer to Husid in Fljotshlid, with the possibility of seeing the northern lights 

Day 2 – Eyjafallajokull and the south coast 
• Visit Skoafoss waterfall 
• Visit seljalandsfoss waterfall 
• Glacier walk 
• Visit Cape Dyrhólaey and the sea cliffs 
• Visit the black sand beach at Vik, the basalt columns and the see the ocean carved caves 
• Overnight in Husid with possibility of seeing the northern lights 

Day 3 – The golden circle 
• Þingvellir rift valley national park and visitor centre 
• Visit strokkur geyser 
• Visit to Gullfoss waterfalls in Hvita Canyon 
• Overnight in Reykjavik 

Day 4 – Reykjavik and whale watching 
• Whale watching 
• Time to explore the small central area of Reykjavik 
• Visit to Laugardalalaug swimming pool 
• Visit volcano house 

Day 5 – Reykjavik and the Rekjanes peninsula 
• Visit the bridge between the continents where you can cross the mid-Atlantic ridge 
• Visit other geological features as flight times allow. 

Fly home 
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