
TBS Times needs your help! 
 

Welcome to the first issue of TBS Times. We have had a fantastic 

selection of logos entered for out first edition of this paper, and we 

need you to help us decide which one will be used! 

Logo A      Logo B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logo C      Logo D 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To cast your vote, visit the following link: 

https://tinyurl.com/87nj3fmj 

The link is also available to all students through EPraise. The winning 

logo will be used for all future editions of this newspaper. 

We look forward to seeing what our readers think! 

https://tinyurl.com/87nj3fmj


First Issue of TBS Times! 
 

Hello, and thank you for reading this first issue! 

It’s tremendously exciting to bring the TBS times to students, written 

by students. Inside this issue are lots of exciting features, including 

creative writing pieces, news round ups, spotlights on youtubers and 

video games and so much more! 

 

We’re always looking for more pieces to go into the next issue of the 

TBS Times, which will include a new logo (see our logo competition 

page for more details...!). 

We meet on a Thursday lunchtime in ICT 4 to write, discuss ideas and 

have lunch. 

 

Any articles can be submitted by emailing 

newspaper@thebicesterschool.org.uk . 

 

Any questions, please ask! 

 

Mr Maddox & Mr Pearce 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:newspaper@thebicesterschool.org.uk


News Round-up 
Year 7 Interform Football Tournament  

By Lennox 

After A very exciting and hyped up tournament, the Form 7.5 came 

out as the eventual winners of the year 7 Interform football 

tournament. It wasn’t a massive shock to see them come on top, as 

they had some of the best footballers in year 7, Including Austin H, 

Alfie R, Noah E, Isaac T and numerous more.  

The Tournament Finished Like This:  

1st Place: 7.5  

2nd Place: 7.3  

3rd Place: 7.1  

4th Place: 7.4  

5th Place: 7.7  

6th Place: 7.6  

7th Place: 7.2  

 

  

 

There was a large shock to some as partial favourites 7.6 came 

second to last with their best performance being A 1-1 draw against 

7.7.  

After the very exciting tournament, I think many left happy and many 

left hoping they could do better at the next interform competition,  

  

 



Drama Showcase 2022: An exciting opportunity to see some fantastic 

performances.  

Wednesday 13th July 7pm 

Lower School Hall 

Tickets available on the door - £1 for children and £2 for adults 

Performances from Drama Cub, Dance Club and Year 10 GCSE 

Drama. 

 

For more information, speak to Mrs Kendall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Singing Workshop 

By Amelia 

I went to a singing workshop on Friday 20th May. I was invited to do 

it as I went to Karaoke Club on a Thursday lunchtime with Miss 

Naylor! There were multiple different year groups there and they 

were all very friendly! We got to know the fantastic person running 

the workshop, her name was Karen Wymbs! She did a little 

performance for us and then we started doing some warm ups. First, 

we got a feeling like we are going to yawn, it really helps you sing 

better! Then we did a few more exercises and we did a favourite in 

our karaoke group which is called Dandelions by Ruth B. We had 

some people sing it lower and some people sing it higher, and then 

put someone on the spot by getting them to sing on the microphone! 

We made some beautiful harmonies! It was overall a wonderful 

experience, and I would love something like this again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Pokemon Card Release 

Radiant Pokémon Cards in Pokémon GO for the TCG  

 

One of the biggest announcements to happen so far in our opinion is 

the introduction of Radiant Pokémon Cards!   

Much like shining Pokémon cards in past sets, these will be super fun 

to collect... and rumour has it... there might even be a Radiant 

Charizard!  

Additionally, some Pokémon GO products will feature exclusive code 

cards which can redeem special loot for the Pokémon go video 

game! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Three Knocks and You’re 

Out    
Dahab A & Amelia W 

 

Spattering with a drive, the rain knocked on the fragile window panes of the 

swaying house. The wind screamed behind paper-thin walls. Trees wallowed in 

the flooding gravel paths, bathing in the filthy, gathering water. Through a 

slender slit in the maple door, a subtle view of the living room could 

be seen: creamy paint glowing in the throbbing golden candlelight, a deep 

maroon table, barring an empty fruit bowl, and a pair of scissors. A simple 

aesthetic. Thunder clapped.    

   

A perfect night for a movie marathon, thought Atlas, arms propped up, 

outstretched on the sofa’s top lip. His hair curled at the blond tips, growing 

darker as it meandered towards the roots. Loosely, his T - Shirt lay creased, 

spread over his torso, and he wore fraying denim jeans. One foot was held up 

against his knee, the other pressed against the deep hazel floor. He reached for 

the remote which sat on the broad arm of the sofa. As his fingertips skimmed the 

side plastic, a gentle knock stroked a surface behind him.   
    

He paused. Thought for a moment. What was it? His fingers twitched. He decided 

it was nothing - the wind, or a branch scraping the window, perhaps. Again he 

reached for the remote, and as he made contact, a knock. That was 2 knocks 

now. What was it? He turned gradually, as if preparing to see something jump out 

at him...Nothing. Feeling stupid, he shrugged off the hints of fear nagging at a far 

corner of his brain, and turned back to face the blank TV. He waited. He breathed. 

He sighed, and went to reach for the remote again. But there was a force this 

time. He pressed against the invisible barrier, harder and harder. Exerting as 

much force as he could, Atlas suddenly fell forwards, still straining against the 

opposite power. He looked up, eyebrows furrowed. Further still, they furrowed 

more when he noticed a single cream envelope resting on the remote.    

   

He considered it. Was it there before? No, definitely not. Careful, so as not to 

touch the remote and trigger the knock, Atlas gingerly grasped the envelope 

between two fingers. He drew it close to him. Feeling the sharp edges, and 

protruding corners, he turned it over. 'Master Atlas Fields, open alone'. He read 

it over and over: 'open alone'. What did it mean? He licked his lips, in 

analysis. 'open alone'. Cautiously, as if inadvertently disobeying his better 



judgement, he tore it open. Inside, concealed in the depths of darkness, lay a 

letter which read:   

  

 'Master Atlas Fields, this is a serious message. First, I must insist you are 

alone. That is crucial.' Why? He wondered aloud. He continued, 'Now, you will 

have noticed a series of knocks at your door. 2, to be precise. It is important 

you understand why this is happening. You have been cursed. You are cursed. 

In order to reverse this, you must do as follows: open the door. Open the 

door and your curse will be lifted. However, if you destroy this letter, without 

completing the task, the curse will stay, and worsen, proving fatal for you. If 

you choose to ignore this letter, another knock will sound. And a dangerous 

figure from your past, whom you may not be all too familiar with, will be 

there, demanding something of you. Something you are unable, and unwilling 

to provide. Heed my warning, Master Atlas Fields. Heed my warning.'   

   

And then it ends. Atlas sat staring at the ink spattered paper for 10 minutes. He 

didn't blink nor did he move. Suddenly, he shook his head. Almost laughed. A 

bitter, disbelieving sound. He looked to the scissors that lay on the table ahead of 

him - 'if you destroy this letter, without completing the task, the curse will 

stay, and worsen, proving fatal for you.' He licked his lips. He thought about 

tossing it to the floor - 'If you choose to ignore this letter, another knock will 

sound.' He clenched his jaw. He breathed heavy, allowing a frustrated, helpless 

groan to escape as he pondered what to do. Then, as if having a realizing 

prophecy, rolling his eyes in spite of him almost believing this ludicrous letter, he 

threw it forcefully at the floor.    

"I don't care what you say, I'm ignoring you. I don't believe you. I mean who 

would!" Then more quietly, he added, "This is mental." He turned to face the TV.   

   

The letter lay on the floor, still. Absorbing the milky silver that floated in through 

the slit in the walls. Dwindling, the rain spat in flurries of rage. The wind 

grumbled on the outskirts of the quiet house. Trees danced across the damp 

path.    

   

A knock on the door sounded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Art 
 

By Lily 

Art is a way of expressing yourself and a way of releasing emotions 

that are difficult to comprehend. Art is for fun. Art is for laughter. Art 

is the movement of a brush, the dab of a sponge, the scratch of a 

pencil, the moulding of clay. 

 

For me, art is a way to feel free, a way of escaping reality. I find that 

art is fun and when you find your inspiration it creates a sense of 

happiness and encouragement. That feeling when you finally finish 

something you’ve been working on for a really long time, is fulfilling 

and liberating. For other people art isn’t just painting and colouring, 

it’s dancing, figure-skating, creating music or writing. 

 

The word ‘art’ can be used in different ways such as ‘it is the art of…’ 

and ‘state of the art…’. These phrases mean something different than 

how the word is most commonly used, but it’s still that same 3 letter 

word - art. 

 

A lot of people say, especially in lessons, ‘but I’m not good at art’ or 

‘but I can’t draw’, but who decides what is considered good and what 

is considered bad? You see, art can be abstract, it can be weird and 

wacky, it can be graceful and elegant. Art can be all kinds of styles 

and aesthetics. And with these words I hope people can see that 

there is more to art than it just being a skill, it is an enjoyable and fun 

part of life. 

  



 



  

 

  

 



Meet the teachers! 

Miss Lucas – English teacher: 

Do you have any pets? No, but my parents have a dog called Max. 

If you were an animal, what animal would you be and why? I would 

be an elephant because they’re matristic (women are dominant). 

Have you ever had, or do you still have any nicknames? No, but when 

I taught in Thailand the children couldn’t say my name, so they called 

me Sammy. 

If you could name a planet, what would you call it and why? I would 

call it Austenite after Jane Austen. 

As a child, what job did you aspire to have? I would’ve loved to be a 

Musical Theatre Actress. 

Do you support a sports team, if so, which one? I have to confess, I’m 

not really that interested in football (too many overly dramatic falls). 

But I do prefer rugby, I support Exeter Chiefs. 

Mr McAuley – Science teacher: 

Do you have any pets? No, but I had loads as a child. 

If you were an animal, what animal would you be and why? I’d be a 

bird because it would be cool to fly. 

Have you ever had, or do you still have any nicknames? Not any I 

could tell.  

If you could name a planet, what would you call it and why? Pluto 

because I feel bad for its reputation. 

As a child, what job did you aspire to have? I wanted to be a 

palaeontologist.  

Do you support a sports team, if so, which one? I’m from there so I 

support Newcastle United.  



Mr Maddox- History teacher and head of year 9: 

Do you have any pets? Yeah, a cat called Astrid. 

If you were an animal, what animal would you be and why? I would 

be a rhino because it would be amazing to live in Africa. 

Have you ever had, or do you still have any nicknames?  

Oh!-Mad 

If you could name a planet, what would you call it and why? Elizabeth 

the Planet after my favourite lady. 

As a child, what job did you aspire to have? I wanted to be a lawyer 

but realised I preferred history. 

Do you support a sports team, if so, which one? As many of my 

students know, I support Man United but I also support the Green Bay 

Packers #GoPackGo. 

 

Miss Withers – Geography teacher: 

Do you have any pets? Two cats, called Wilma and Fred. 

If you were an animal, what animal would you be and why? I would 

be a giraffe because they’re tall and clumsy like me. 

Have you ever had, or do you still have any nicknames? When I lived 

in Ireland, nobody could pronounce the “th” in withers so it went to 

“widders” and ended up at whizz! 

If you could name a planet, what would you call it and why? I would 

call it Planet Attenborough. 

As a child, what job did you aspire to have? I wanted to be a 

beautician to do peoples’ make up. 

Do you support a sports team, if so, which one? I don’t but my dad 

and brothers support Liverpool! 

 



Mr Pearce – English teacher: 

Do you have any pets? No I don’t, but I used to have a green iguana 

called Arnie! 

If you were an animal, what animal would you be and why? A horse 

because it’s my Chinese zodiac sign.   

Have you ever had, or do you still have any nicknames? I get ‘psycho’ 

for two reasons: after Stuart Pearce who was nicknamed Psycho and 

I make many bad tackles when I play as a centre-back. 

If you could name a planet, what would you call it and why? 

Pulisgeuse, after Tony Pulis who got Stoke City to the Premier 

League. 

As a child, what job did you aspire to have? I wanted to be a publisher 

so I could make money from other writers’ success. 

Do you support a sports team, if so, which one? Stoke City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What are people reading? 
 

Issy C & Pippa C 

 

➢ Struggling to think of something to read? Don’t worry about it! 

We’ve spoken to multiple teachers and found out what they’re 

reading! 

➢ Mr. Pearce is reading The Burning God, Book 3 of a dark fantasy 

series. Book 1: The Poppy War by R.F Kuang, Year 9+ 

recommended 

➢ Miss Hooper is reading Percy Jackson: Lightning Thief, book 1 of 

a fantasy, adventure and mythology Greek mythology trilogy by 

Rick Riordan. Year 7+ 

➢ Miss Lucas is reading Zorrie, a contemporary realism by Laird 

Hunt. Year 9+ 

➢ Miss Filgate is reading Mister Monday, a fantasy book by Garth 

Nix. Year 7+ 

➢ Mr Sousa is reading The Meditations a philosophy book by 

Marcus Aurelius. Year 13 

➢ Mr Maddox is reading Hitting against the Spin, a cricket book by 

Nathan Leamon and Ben Jones. Year 10+ 

 

 

Happy reading!  

 

 

 

 

 



Scone Recipe  
 

By Mrs Bennett 

A fantastic treat to whip up over the summer holidays for a picnic! 

Ingredients: 

250g bread flour 

40g caster sugar 

40g unsalted butter, cut into cubes 

12g baking powder 

2 eggs 

125ml milk 

50g dried sultanas or raisins (optional) 

round pastry cutter (approx. 7.5cm/3 inch wide) 

 

Method: 

Pre heat the oven to 220°C (200°C fan assisted)/425°F/gas mark 7. 

Place the flour, baking powder and butter into a bowl. Use the 

rubbing in method to incorporate the ingredients together until it 

resembles breadcrumbs, add the sugar and dried fruit if using, and 

mix. 

Crack in one of the eggs and add the milk. Bring together with your 

hands gently until it resembles a soft dough. 

Sprinkle a small amount of flour onto your side and put the dough 

mix onto this. Fold and turn carefully until you have a soft ball of 

dough. 

Flatten with the palm of one hand until it is about 2.5 cm/1 inch thick.  



Dust the pastry cutter with flour and press straight down into the 

dough, cutting out shapes. Bring together left-over dough until you 

have used it all, you should get roughly 5 scones out of this. Place on 

a baking tray with a piece of greaseproof paper on it. 

Crack the second egg and beat gently. Brush over the top of the 

scones. 

Bake in the middle of the oven and for 15 mins, or until golden and 

risen. 

Once cooled, enjoy!. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Archon Media 
 

An introduction to Genshin Impact 

By Scarlett and Julia 

 

Archon  Media  

Genshin Impact is an open world fantasy game that impacted the 

media very quickly not even a year after release and is still gaining 

popularity to this day. You play as a traveller that explores the world 

of Teyvat in search of your sibling. You explore 7 regions (there are 

currently 3 out at the moment of writing). Every region has a 

corresponding Archon and element although just because a character 

has an element does not mean they live in that region. You start your 

journey in the region of Anemo, you go to a Anemo statue which you 

find out that by simply touching the statue you were able to obtain 

the power of anemo, but you are the only one that is able to that 

because you’re not like other girls!  

You continue your journey through the region only to run into 

outrider Amber which leads you to Mondstat, the city of freedom, 

when entering Mondstat a fierce dragon glides down and you are the 

one to strike it down, (because you're not like other girls) after 

defeating it you get labelled an honorary knight by the acting grand 

master. After all your help you get advised to go to Liyue, the city of 

contracts which is ruled over by the geo Archon. Once you arrive in 

Liyue you hear about a upcoming festival for the geo Archon (Rex 

Lapiz), but during the ceremony for Rex Lapiz, a certain surprise 

occurs when Rex Lapiz’s lifeless body falls, and he is announced as 

dead! Due to all the worry and fear about his death all the exits were 

getting sealed, out of shock you start running and obviously you get 

seen and cornered.  



Suddenly, a red headed man shows up and saves you from danger, 

after getting saved by him you get to know him, he says his name is  

Tartaglia (also known as Childe). A few days later Zhongli tells you to 

go to the golden house, then Tartaglia shows up and declares a battle 

with him, you find out that his is the 11th fatui harbinger, after 

defeating him he summons a giant water tentacle to destroy Liyue 

with the help of Ganyu, Xiao, Ningguang, Keqing and Madame Ping, 

Ningguang sacrificed her prize possession the jade chamber. After 

you help Kazuha, Beidou helps you to get into Inazuma.  

Unfortunately for you, you arrive at a bad time, Thoma guides you 

around Island of Departure. You find out about the vision hunt decree 

and you try to get out of the island but you are stopped since you 

need a travel pass! You talk with someone with power and she helps 

you get out peacefully. As you explore Inazuma you go to observe 

the statue of the electro Archon which is in Inazuma City, as you 

approach the statue you see a crowd gathered around with Thoma in 

the middle tied up. The electro Archon (Raiden Shogun) attempts to 

take Thomas vision (the thing that holds a characters elemental 

power)  but you grab it midway, you engage a fight with the Almighty 

Shogun, which you struggle to win but you get saved Yae Miko. After 

getting saved Yae Miko explains that she is worried that the Shoguns 

want for eternity is getting out of hand and asks for your help to save 

her.                         

 

  

 

  

 

  



 

Spotlight! 
Connor R 

This page is dedicated to blooming Youtubers or just for  

recommendations to the whole school!  

Today's channel is called Chikn Nuggit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chikn Nuggit (or "Chikn" for short) is an original character in Chikn 

Nuggit. The main namesake protagonist and mascot of the series, 

who has appeared in a majority of the episodes, he is one of the 

seven main characters of the show, and he debuted on October 15, 

2020, and is voiced by Kyra Kupetsky. An innocent dog who likes 

breaking the laws of physics, and cares deeply about his friends. 

 

 

 



Pokémon Art 
 

Connor Risi-Govier 

 

 

Scorbunny 


