
Sixth Form Suggested Reading List 

This list has been recommended by a range of different Sixth Form teachers and 
departments – have a look and see if anything catches your eye! Reading is a great 
way to see the world and broaden your understanding. Make the most of your 
summer holidays and read a few books! 

Title Author Suggested by… 
Alex’s Adventures in Numberland Alex Bellos Maths 
The Martian Andy Weir Physics 
Death and the Maiden Ariel Dorfman MFL 
The Collected Stories of Arthur C 
Clarke 

Arthur C Clarke Physics 

Bad Pharma Ben Goldacre Psychology 
A Short History of Nearly Everything Bill Bryson Physics 
Dissolution C J Samson History 
Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte English Lit 
The Lifeboat Charlotte Rogan Philosophy & Ethics 
The Secret Race Daniel Coyle PE 
32 Stops Danny Dorling Geography 
Longitude Dava Sobel Maths 
Forever Today Deborah Wearing Psychology 
The Almighty Dollar Dhasrshini David Geography 
Anatomy and Physiology for 
Dummies 

Erin Odya Applied Sport 

A Moveable Feast Ernest Hemingway English Lang & Lit 
Watching the English F Fox Sociology 
Adventures in the Anthropocene Gaia Vince Geography 
100 Years of Solitude Garbiel Garcia 

Marquez 
MFL 

Chronicles of a Death Foretold Garcia Marquez MFL 
Middlemarch George Eliot English Lit 
Down and Out in Paris and London George Orwell English Lang & Lit 
Maigret and the Man on the Bench Georges Simenon English Lang & Lit 
Behind the Shock Machine Gina Perry Psychology 
Periodic Tales High Aldersey-

Williams 
Chemistry 

Wolf Hall Hillary Mantel History 
The Wasp Factory Iain Banks English Lit 
The Double Helix James Watson Biology 
Wide Sargasso Sea Jean Rhys English Lang & Lit 
My Sister’s Keeper Jodi Picoult Philosophy & Ethics 
The Shocking History of Phosphorus John Emsley Chemistry 
Sophie’s World Jostein Gaarder Philosophy & Ethics 
The Help K Stockett History 
Blink Malcolm Gladwell Psychology 
The Robber Bride Margaret Atwood Englist Lit 
This is Modern Art Matthew Collings Art 
Blimey! From Bohemia to Britpop 
London 

Matthew Collings Art 



Bounce Matthew Sted Psychology 
Black Box Thinking: Marginal Gains Matthew Syed PE 
The Elegance of the Hedgehog Muriel Barbery MFL 
Living Dolls N Walter Sociology 
The Power Naomi Alderman English Lit 
Uncle Tungsten Oliver Sachs Chemistry 
Chavs: The Demonization of the 
Working Classes 

Owen Jones Sociology 

His Dark Materials Trilogy (Northern 
Lights, The Subtle Knife and the 
Amber Spyglass) 

Philip Pullman Philosophy & Ethics 

Man (Dis)connected Phillip Zimbardo Psychology 
John F. Kennedy R Dallek History 
Silent Spring Rachel Carson Biology 
Thing Explainer Randall Munroe Physics 
The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins Biology 
The Pleasure of Finding Things Out Richard Feynman Chemistry 
Quirkology Richard Wiseman Psychology 
Why do Buses come in Threes? Rob Easterway Maths 
The Moon is a Harsh Mistress Robert A Heinland Physics 
The Outsiders S E Hinton History 
Gang Leader for a Day S Venkatesh Sociology 
The Disappearing Spoon Sam Kean Chemistry 
Fermat’s Last Theorem Simon Singh Maths 
The Simpsons and their 
Mathematical Secrets 

Simon Singh Maths 

Almost Like a Whale Steve Jones Biology 
Wonderful Life Steven Jay Gould Biology 
The Chimp Paradox Steven Peters PE 
Why Your Five Year Old Could Not 
Have Done That 

Susie Hodge Art 

Tom Brown’s Schooldays Thomas Hughes PE 
Prisoners of Geography Tim Marshall Geography 
Worth Dying For Tim Marshall Geography 
In Cold Blood Truman Capote English Lang & Lit 
Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter Vargas Llosa MFL 
The Spirit Level Wilkinson and Pickett Sociology 
Life of Pi Yann Martell Philosophy & Ethics 
White Teeth Zadie Smith English Lit 

 


