
THE BICESTER SCHOOL 
Year 11 into Year 12 Summer Transition Challenge  

Subject French 

Qualification/Level A Level 

Examination Board AQA 

Linear or modular? Linear A Level 

Regular practice is one of the best ways to improve your foreign language skills — ideally a little every day. Have 
you dreamt in French yet? 

Students are expected to prepare for each subject between the end of Key Stage 4 and the start of Key Stage 5. 
This work must be completed over the summer and will be reviewed in your first lessons in September. 

The Summer Transition Challenge 
Task 1: Quizlet vocabulary practice 

What to do 
Log in to Quizlet, open the French vocabulary set and use the learning activities to 
practise regularly. 

Link https://is.gd/TdBVQI  

Content La famille en voie de changement (122 terms) 

Time Approximately 1 hour per week; for example, 15 minutes per day, 4 days per week. 

Evidence 
Teachers will monitor Quizlet progress; you will learn how to keep your own record in 
September. 

Support 
Visit Quizlet 101: A beginner’s guide and how to get started before contacting a 
teacher. 

 

Task 2: Online course — Understanding Spoken French 

What to do 
Complete the free Open University course Intermediate French: Understanding spoken 
French. 

Link https://is.gd/JCE43U  

Content Work with authentic spoken French from different speakers, accents and contexts. 

Time Approximately 6 hours in total, completed in one block or in shorter sessions. 

Evidence 
Download your Statement of Participation and email it to your French teachers before 
Year 12 starts. 

Assessment 
The course is automatically marked; the certificate forms part of your Transition Work 
portfolio. 

How this supports A Level French 
At A Level, you will need to understand longer and more authentic spoken French. This course introduces you to 
real spoken French from different speakers, accents and contexts, helping you feel more confident when we 
begin listening work, film study and class discussion. 

By completing the challenge, you will begin Year 12 with stronger listening strategies, greater confidence with 
authentic audio, a clearer sense of your strengths and areas to develop, and a head start on the independent-
study habits needed for A Level success. 

https://is.gd/TdBVQI
https://quizlet.com/blog/a-beginners-guide-to-quizlet
https://is.gd/JCE43U


Contacts 

Mrs Gregory kirsten.gregory@thebicesterschool.org.uk   

Equipment needed 
• Lever arch file and dividers 

• Highlighters, coloured pens and lined paper 

• No et Moi book in French 

• Entre les murs film in French 

• Study guides for the book and film: paper copy approximately £15 each; ebook approximately £9 each 
(Prices are indicative and may change) 

Optional:  

A mobile phone, tablet or laptop with earphones is desirable 

Grammar, translation and revision workbooks may be useful. Please ask your teacher for recommended titles.  

Ways to build your French 
• Listen to a French radio station and copy the rhythm and intonation. 

• Find French-language songs you enjoy and sing along. 
• Watch an original-version French film, with or without subtitles. 
• Change the language on your phone to French  
• Read a French translation of a book you already know well. 
• Text or email a friend in French. 
• Follow the news in French-speaking countries. 

• Email your teacher in French. 

Pratique un peu chaque jour et commence la Première avec confiance ! 
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